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(Labor Induction Medications)
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During delivery, a mother’s body naturally
produces prostaglandins and oxytocin that
cause contractions (the contraction of
womb).

However, when contractions do not start or
are weak and it is better to deliver babies
earlier for a mother and her baby, labor
injecting IV of

induction is used. By

prostaglandin and oxytocin, contractions

start or get stronger.

Q: What are the medications?

A: Prostaglandin: IV or regular medicines.
This medication softens the cervix. Also,
this can cause strong contractions. People
with asthma cannot use this medication.

A: Oxytocin: IV. This does not function to
soften the cervix. Also, this may cause only
weak contractions.

Depending on the situation and condition of
a mother and her baby, the medications are
used accordingly. With following its rules, the
medications are also used little by little.
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Q: Why is the labor induction used?
A: When a baby’s condition is not well, it is
better to give the baby necessary treatments
after being born. Therefore, the induction is
used to fasten the delivery.

For example, when the water breaks before
contractions occur, the baby may possibly
get infected, which can put the baby in a bad
condition. When a mother is diagnosed with
HDP or GDM, the mother and her baby can be
negatively affected as well.

When the expected due date is passed and
the baby is not born yet, the placenta which
sends babies nutrition does not function
properly, and this can be risky for the baby
and cause the baby to be overgrown.

Also, when contractions stay weak and do
not get stronger, it takes time to deliver the
baby, and the baby’s condition becomes
worse as the mother can get very exhausted.

Q: What are the side effects?

A: Effects of the induction are different for
every mother. In some cases, IV happens to
be not as effective. Also, the induction
medications can make  contractions
excessively strong, and as a result, uterine
rupture can occur although this rarely
happens. In order to prevent these risks, the

induction is strictly used with rules.



