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Group B Hemolytic Streptococci (GBS) is
normal bacteria flora in vagina which is
normally not a problem. If this is found in a
non-pregnant woman, it is not a problem, but
if found in the vagina of a pregnant mom
(positive), a treatment is necessary. This is
because a baby is delivered through vagina,
and the baby can be infected during labor.
When baby is infected with GBS, it can be a
serious problem. Babies do not get infected
with GBS during pregnancy, but they can be
infected during labor; therefore, when water
breaks or contractions occur, mother needs
to be injected IV antibiotics for preparation
to protect her baby from GBS.

Q: What kind of examination is done?
A: Examination of bacteria in vagina is done
closer to the due date: at between 33-37
weeks’ gestations.

Q: What kind of treatment is done?

A: When GBS is positive, explanation about
delivery is provided. The treatment is to
inject IV antibiotics such as penicillin for
every few hours when contraction occurs or
water breaks.

Q: What happens if baby is infected?
A: A baby infected with GBS can be in danger
and possibly die from pneumonia or meningitis.
One way to treat an infected baby is to inject
IV antibiotics but injecting the mother during
delivery is said to be more effective.



